
“Together with LAWA and the project team, 
we’ve created a landside factory where the 

concourse’s sections will be constructed. 
From there, each section will be moved on 
the runway and set in place at the building 

site,” says Brian Rush, W.E. O’Neil’s Vice 
President of Preconstruction. “Apron level 
construction along with final finishes, start-

up and commissioning will take place almost 
entirely on the airfield.”
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Los Angeles World Airports (LAWA) is making great strides toward com-
pleting its multi-billion-dollar and multi-phase Capital Improvement Pro-
gram (CIP) in anticipation of the 2028 Olympic and Paralympic Games. 
The CIP is improving the infrastructure of Los Angeles International Air-
port (LAX) to better accommodate the influx of global visitors. These 
improvements will enhance the traveling experience for domestic flyers 
at one of the world’s busiest airports. In 2022, LAX welcomed nearly 66 
million guests; it anticipates this number will continue to grow.

LAWA recently began sitework on the Midfield Satellite Concourse 
(MSC) South project, an initiative that is a part of the CIP’s second phase. 
The airport authority is partnering with the local offices of W.E. O’Neil 
Construction and Woods Bagot, nationally ranked construction and de-
sign entities, to bring the vision to life. LAWA, W.E. O’Neil and the proj-
ect team are expanding the existing concourse, the West Gates at Tom 
Bradley International Terminal, to increase its operational capacity for 
the 2026 World Cup, 2028 Olympic and Paralympic Games and general 
passenger needs for many decades thereafter.

W.E. O’Neil Construction 

COO
John Finn

VP, PRECONSTRUCTION
Brian Rush

PROJECT EXECUTIVE
Jim Nelson

LOCATION
El Segundo, California

Rendering of LAX’s Midfield Satellite Concourse (MSC) South
(Courtesy Los Angeles World Airports)

Welcoming the Olympics 
& Paralympics

Contractor W.E. O’Neil partners with airport to use an innovative building 
technique at one of the world’s busiest aviation hubs
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Once the project is complete, MSC 
South will be a two-story concourse 
with eight gates that can accommo-
date the Boeing 737, the Airbus 320 
and various other medium-sized air-
craft. The project team completed the 
upfront work this past summer, and 
W.E. O’Neil has since moved on to 
the bulk of construction. MSC South 
has an estimated completion date of 
2025—a year that coincides with W.E. 
O’Neil’s 100-year anniversary.

BUILDING THE EXPANSION OFF-
SITE
MSC South sets itself apart from 
anything LAWA has ever done. It’s 
the very first LAWA project to use 
the Offsite Construction and Reloca-
tion (OCR) building technique. The 
project will be built in nine segments 
constructed a little over a mile away 
from the final project site, transport-
ed across the airfield and fitted to-
gether on-site. The OCR technique 
is both innovative and adaptive, 
saving public funds and time with a 
high degree of building control and 
supervision. 

“Together with LAWA and the project 
team, we’ve created a landside fac-
tory where the concourse’s sections 
will be constructed. From there, each 
section will be moved on the runway 
and set in place at the building site,” 
says Brian Rush, W.E. O’Neil’s 
Vice President of Preconstruction. 
“Apron level construction along 
with final finishes, start-up and 
commissioning will take place 
almost entirely on the airfield.”

BIRDI SYSTEMS, INC 
IS PROUD TO CELEBRATE OUR
PARTNERSHIP WITH  W.E. O'NEIL

Design BuildEngineering Software System Integration 

We are an award-winning, full-service systems
engineering consulting and contracting firm. BSI is a

leading provider of Technology and Data Driven
solutions to major airports, government, and other

transportation entities nationwide.

723 East Green St. Pasadena, CA 91101

213.550.4250 inquiries@birdi-inc.com WWW.birdi-inc.com

Groundbreaking on June 28, 2023
 (Photo courtesy Los Angeles World Airports)
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Building off-site allows the project team to ac-
celerate the construction timeline and make it 
easier to stay on schedule. The OCR technique 
also reduces disruptions to LAX’s ongoing op-
erations. MSC South is an “airport island” bor-
dered by active runways and taxiways on all 
sides, so the more work that can be done off-
site, the better.

“It is a testament to LAWA and the project team’s 
consistent focus on innovation that LAX’s new 
Midfield Satellite Concourse (MSC) South is be-
ing delivered with an Offsite Construction and 
Relocation technique that will enable an ac-
celerated project timeline, save money and be 
flexible enough to adapt to meet future needs 
if required,” says Justin Erbacci, Chief Executive 

aga-ca.com

AGA is honored 
to know "WE" 
means us, too.

Congratulations to

Proud to be selected as 
part of the LAWA Midfield 
Satellite Concourse South 
project team at LAX.

© 2023 Architectural Glass & Aluminum. All rights reserved.

Aerial view showing location of MSC South. (Courtesy Los Angeles World Airports)
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 800.530.9006  /  www.wolverinefp.com

Family owned and operated with 65 
years of industry experience offering 
design, consulting, installation, 
inspections, and service worldwide.

“Saving Lives and Protecting 
 Property since 1958”

WOLVERINE FIRE PROTECTION
Congratulations to W.E. O’Neil and their 
outstanding team of professionals! Wol-
verine Fire Protection is excited to work 
together on this innovative and ground-
breaking project at LAX. We are proud to 
partner with such a renowned contractor 
to complete the fire suppression systems 
for the MSC South project. As a company 
who has experienced the trials and tribula-
tions to reach 65 years in the construction 
industry, we are impressed with the suc-
cess W.E. O’Neil has seen since 1925. We 
look forward to kicking off (and partner-
ing) in the next 100+ years of W.E. O’Neil’s 
success.

Officer at LAWA. “MSC South is original in both 
the way it is being constructed and in its over-
all design, which celebrates our transformation 
while paying tribute to the architectural legacy 
of our airport.”

“The big savings of this application is time,” says 
Jim Nelson, Project Executive at W.E. O’Neil. 

“We can concurrently build on the airfield all of 
the underground utilities, the mat foundation—
all of that work we can do at the same time that 
we’re actually building the structures in the cor-
ner of the property.”

BUILDING DREAMS AND RELATIONSHIPS
W.E. O’Neil builds more than buildings—it 
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XCEL MECHANICAL SYSTEMS, INC. 
Xcel Mechanical Systems is one of the largest Design-
Build mechanical contractors in California and one of the 
safest in the United States. Our HVAC, Plumbing, Engi-
neering and Construction teams have delivered success-
ful projects on the most prestigious campuses and in some 
of the most iconic buildings in Southern California. Today, 
we celebrate having been selected by our distinguished 
General Contracting Partner W.E. O’Neil Construction to 
help deliver the new Midfield Satellite Concourse (MSC) 
South project at Los Angeles International Airport (LAX). 

West Gates at LAX's Tom Bradley International Terminal in the foreground with the 
future MSC South site in the background. (Courtesy Los Angeles World Airports)
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One of the things I’m most proud of is our people.”
-John Finn

Concept diagram depicting inspiration drawn from California Modernism that informed the design vocabulary 
of LAX’s MSC South’s exterior brise soleil. (Courtesy Los Angeles World Airports)
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builds dreams and strong, long-lasting relation-
ships. The firm is able to build incredible struc-
tures like MSC South by coming together with 
designers, engineers and architects to create a 
vision, and the general contractor is honored 
to bring that vision into reality. According to 
Chief Operating Officer John Finn, the company 
couldn’t do it without partners.

“We build great relationships—internal and ex-
ternal. We believe in that wholeheartedly. That’s 
how we’ve become a 100-year-old company,” 
Finn says. “It’s leveraging based upon our rela-
tionships. Eighty percent of our clients are re-
peat because we value that relationship. One of 
the things I’m most proud of is our people. Our 
people are dedicated to our clients’ and our de-
sign partners’ vision.”

The pursuit of great people and partnerships has 
led W.E. O’Neil to where it is today. This year, 
W.E. O’Neil moved up to the 95th spot in En-
gineering News-Record’s Top 400 General Con-

tractors. The contracting company will reach its 
centennial anniversary as a 100-percent employ-
ee-owned company with 12 offices across six 
states, the latest of which are located in Pleas-
anton and Austin—and it plans to keep growing.
A century’s worth of growth has prepared W.E. 
O’Neil to take on amazing projects like MSC 
South. The concourse is a pivotal milestone for 
both W.E. O’Neil and LAX. It’s one of the many 
projects that millions of people from around the 
world will see as they gather for the 2028 Olym-
pic and Paralympic Games. The team at W.E. 
O’Neil is excited to leave their mark on LAX and 
be a part of something bigger.

“LAX is making a big push because the Olympics 
and Paralympics are going to be in L.A. in 2028. 
There’s a People Mover train that’s opening in 
2024 and many other infrastructure projects 
coming soon,” Finn says. “We’re just kind of like 
a cog in the wheel. But this is an important cog 
in the wheel and certainly a very innovative way 
to deliver our project.” 


